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Long Term Care Principles 
Of The Alzheimer's Association 
 
The Alzheimer's Association advocates the following in federal and state long term care policies and 
programs. 
 

• Long term care services and supports for all who need them, regardless of age, income, or 
disability.  

• A financing system that is progressive, fair for all generations, and protects families from 
impoverishment. 

• Eligibility rules that specifically include persons with cognitive impairment who need direct 
assistance or supervision, reminding or cueing to perform routine tasks, or because of 
potentially dangerous behaviors arising from impaired memory and judgment. 

• A person-centered delivery system that tailors services to the needs of the individual rather 
than the setting of care. 

• Appropriate and cost-effective long term care options, including home and community-
based services at home, in adult day care, and in home-like residential care settings, with 
respite, support and training for family caregivers. 

• Flexible delivery systems that offer consumer choice of providers, including both agency 
and independent providers, and offer the option for consumers to manage their own 
services. 

• Consumer and family involvement in developing individual plans of care, choice of 
services and providers, and quality assurance. 

 
The Association is a lead member of Citizens for Long Term Care  (www.citizensforltc.org), a 
broad-based coalition of consumers, workers, providers and insurers that promotes a 
comprehensive long term care financing system that would include three components: 
 

• A guaranteed base of financial protection (i.e. social insurance) for all persons with long 
term care needs,  

• A secure safety net to protect individuals and families without the resources to pay for their 
own care above this guaranteed base, and 

• Financial incentives to encourage those who have the time and resources to do so to plan 
for their own long term care needs, including consideration of private long term care 
insurance, with educational efforts to inform the public about the financial risk of long 
term care. 

 
The immediate goal of the Association’s long term care advocacy is to protect and sustain the 
current long term care safety net provided by Medicaid.  
 
 
 
 


