
Lewin Report on Impact of Alzheimer Research Advances on People with 
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Medicare and Medicaid Spending 

 
Summary:  Research breakthroughs would lead to dramatic reductions in the number of 
people with Alzheimer’s and in Medicare and Medicaid spending.  The Association believes 
these breakthroughs are achievable with a $1 billion annual NIH investment in research 
between 2005-2010. 
 
Background: To measure the cost benefit of potential Alzheimer research on Medicare and 
Medicaid spending and disease prevalence, the Alzheimer’s Association commissioned the 
Lewin Group, an international health and human services consulting firm, to conduct an analysis 
of potential savings the U.S. could realize with major breakthroughs in Alzheimer research.  The 
study assumes that by 2010, researchers will find a way to delay the onset of Alzheimer’s disease 
just as scientists have been able to delay the onset of congestive heart failure, and a way to slow 
the progression of Alzheimer’s just as they have slowed the progression of Parkinson’s disease.  
Under the assumptions of the study: 
 
Number of people with Alzheimer’s: 1.6 million fewer Americans would have Alzheimer’s disease by 
2015, 2.9 million fewer would have it by 2025, and 5.3 million fewer would have it by 2050. 
 

    2005  2015  2025  2050 
Current Projections   4.7 million 5.3 million 6.5 million 13.4 million 
With Research Breakthroughs  4.7 million 3.7 million 3.6 million  8.1 million 
 Reduced prevalence        ---    1.6 million 2.9 million   5.3 million 
 
Medicare savings:  Annual Medicare spending would be $51 billion less by 2015, $126 billion by 2025, 
and $444 billion by 2050.  (Numbers below are in billions.) 
 
     2005  2015  2025  2050 
Medicare spending          
(Without research breakthroughs) $91  $189  $294  $1,049 
Medicare spending             
(With research breakthroughs)  $91  $138  $168  $   605 
 Savings    --  $ 51  $126  $   444 
 
Medicaid savings:  Medicaid savings would be $10 billion a year in 2015, $23 billion in 2025, and $70 
billion in 2050.  (Numbers below are in billions.) 
 
     2005  2015  2025  2050 
Medicaid spending            
(Without research breakthroughs) $21  $27  $38  $118 
Medicaid spending    
(With research breakthroughs)  $21  $17  $15  $  48 
 Savings    --  $10  $23  $  70 


