
Working Together, Alzheimerôs Advocates Make a Difference for  
Those with Alzheimerôs Disease under the Age of 65 

 
In its effort to improve and expedite the disability determination process, the Social Se-
curity Administration (SSA) announced recently that, effective March 1, 2010, it will add 
early-onset/younger-onset Alzheimerôs disease to its Compassionate Allowances Initia-
tive. The initiative identifies debilitating diseases and medical conditions that meet the 
SSAôs disability standards for Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) or Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI). Inclusion in the initiative allows for faster payment of Social Se-
curity benefits to individuals with Alzheimerôs disease. 
 
ñAs the leading research, advocacy, and support organization for Alzheimerôs disease, 
the Alzheimerôs Association has actively sought the inclusion of early-onset/younger-
onset Alzheimerôs in the Social Security Administrationôs Compassionate Allowances 
Initiative,ò says Harry Johns, President and CEO of the National Alzheimerôs Associa-
tion. ñNow, individuals who are dealing with the enormous challenges of Alzheimerôs 
wonôt also have to endure the financial and emotional toll of a long disability decision 
process.ò        contôd on p.13 

SSA Extends Benefits to Include Early/Younger-Onset Alzheimerõs 
Our Mission 

To eliminate Alzheimerõs 

disease through the  

advancement of research; to 

provide and enhance care 

and support for all affected; 

and to reduce the risk of 

dementia through the pro-

motion of brain health. 

 

Tell Your Friends! 

To begin receiving the  

electronic edition of the Mid 

South Chapterõs quarterly 

newsletter, simply go to our 

website at www.alz.org/altn 

and click SUBSCRIBE TO 

NEWSLETTER. 
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Alzheimerõs Action Summit is March 7-9 in Washington D.C. 

Today there are as many as 

5.3 million Americans living 

with Alzheimerôs and that num-

ber is expected to soar to as 

many as 16 million by 2050. In 

TN and AL alone, nearly 

211,000 residents age 65 and 

older have Alzheimerôs or a related dementia and as many as 393,621 loved ones who 

care for them are dealing with the emotional and financial burden this disease brings. An 

exploding epidemic, Alzheimerôs has the power to undermine all of our best efforts to 

control health care costs because of its very real potential to bankrupt Medicare and 

Medicaid and the retirement security of generations to come. 

 

With the numbers of those affected by Alzheimer's disease continuing to escalate, the 

need for ACTION is more critical than ever. In just another 40 years, the number of peo-

ple with Alzheimer's will more than triple to up to 16 million, and the impact on families, 

on the economy, on care facilities and medical resources will be overwhelming. 

 

At our Alzheimer's Action Summit , Alzheimer's Association advocates will gather in 

our nation's capital to speak directly to elected officials about their Alzheimer experi-

ence. Bringing together people from all walks of life, the Summit offers the opportunity to 

         contôd on p.4 
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Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the very first edition of the Alzheimerõs Association Mid South Chapter electronic 

newsletter.  You may recall receiving a newspaper style quarterly newsletter from us in the 

past.  The expense of compiling, printing, and mailing these newsletters is considerable for 

our chapter, and our growing need for printed copies has reached well over 30,000 per quar-

ter.  In an attempt to save valuable resources for both our local community, and our planetõs 

environment, we have made the decision to transition to an electronic newsletter.    An elec-

tronic newsletter will not only be more environmentally friendly, but will conserve chapter 

resources and help support research toward the fight against Alzheimerõs disease.  The dol-

lars we save through our online newsletter will be invested in places where such contribu-

tions are greatly needed, such as support, resources, research, and outreach.   

The downturn of the economy in the past year has created many challenges for our nation, 

and the Mid South Chapter has been greatly affected, as have all non-profit organizations.  

We want you to know that in this time of decreasing financial resources, we are committed to 

maintaining the level and quality of services to families that need our help.  The staff in our 6 

local offices is dedicated to fulfilling the mission of the Alzheimerõs Association.  Needless to 

say, at times such as these, we are increasingly dependent on the generosity and commit-

ment of our donors and volunteers.  It is your support and commitment that sees our organi-

zation through both the challenges, and the opportunities that we will face as we work to 

achieve our vision of a world without Alzheimerõs disease. 

A Message from the CEO 
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Mid South Chapter Services 

A 24/7 TOLL-FREE HELPLINE (800.272.3900): Provides emotional support to callers as well as 

information on Alzheimerõs disease, chapter services, and referrals to community resources. 

CARE CONSULTATIONS: Professional staff help people through difficult decisions and uncertainties 

that families face at every stage of the disease. 

SUPPORT GROUPS: Peer and professionally led groups for caregivers, families, and those living 

with the disease. 

EDUCATION: We offer and maintain a variety of educational materials including brochures, videos, 

books, and audiotapes on Alzheimerõs.  Educational programs are offered to any community group 

interested in learning more about Alzheimerõs.  These programs range from the basics of Alz-

heimerõs disease to professional seminars dealing with a variety of subjects associated with Alz-

heimerõs disease. 

SAFETY SERVICES: Our chapter promotes and encourages people with Alzheimerõs to enroll in our 

national Medic Alert/Safe Return program in addition to the newly launched Comfort Zone. 

REFERRAL: Our chapter maintains updated information on a variety of community resources which 

include nursing homes, assisted living facilities, physicians, elder law attorneys, and much more. 
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SENIOR STAFF 

CEOðMarcia Massengill 

marcia.massengill@alz.org 

Senior Director, Finance & 

Operations ðRon Beaver 

ron.beaver@alz.org 

Senior Director, Programs ð

Mary Lou Kraatz 

marylou.kraatz@alz.org 

Senior Director, Fund  

Development ðPam Byrd 

pam.byrd@alz.org 

KNOW YOUR CHARITY 

With many groups using the word 

òAlzheimerõsó in their name, it can become confusing to distinguish the different charitable organiza-

tions that send you mail.  As long as you see the words òAlzheimerõs Associationó and our logo, please 

rest assured that your donation will support Mid South Chapter services as well as national research 

and advocacy efforts.  To donate online, please visit www.alz.org/altn. 



MARCH 2010 

Kingsport: March 8, Caregiver Series-Part 

3, Wellington Place of Kingsport, 

423.928.4080  

Memphis: March 15, Intro to Dementia, 

Alzheimerõs Association, 901.565.0011 

Murfreesboro: March 18, Lunch & Learn, 

St. Clair Street Sr. Center, 615.848.2550 

Tullahoma: March 25, Coffee with Dr. 

Capps, Barnabas Episcopal Church, 

931.455.3345  

APRIL 2010 

Shelbyville: April 15, Lunch & Learn, De-

tails TBD, 800.272.3900 

Murfreesboro: April 15, Lunch & Learn, St. 

Clair Street Sr. Center, 615.848.2550 

Memphis: April 15 & 16, Caregiver Confer-

ence, Agricenter International, 

901.565.0011, Details on page 8 

Memphis: April 19, Intro to Dementia, Alz-

heimerõs Association, 901.565.0011 

Lawrenceburg: April 20, Lunch & Learn, 

Coleman Memorial, 800.272.3900 

Johnson City: April 30, Caregiver Confer-

ence, Grace Fellowship Church, 

423.928.4080, Details on page 8 

MAY 2010 

Tullahoma: May 13, Motlow Caregiver Semi-

nar, Motlow State Community College, 

931.455.3345, Details on page 8 

Huntsville: May 14, Gesman Symposium, 

Dowdle Center at Huntsville Hospital Corpo-

rate University,  256.880.1575, Details on 

page 8 

Memphis: May 17, Intro to Dementia, Alz-

heimerõs Association, 901.565.0011 

Murfreesboro: May 20, Lunch & Learn, St. 

Clair Street Sr. Center, 615.848.2550 

Visit www.alz.org/altn for more information on 

these and other Mid South events! 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part 

of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the 

picture supports or enhances the message youõre 

trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that 

appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art 

images from which you can choose and import 

into your newsletter. There are also several tools 

you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to 

the article. Be sure to place the caption of the 

image near the image. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: Educational Programs 

Huntsville Area Office 

Blount, Calhoun, Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, 

Jackson, Limestone, Madison, Marshall, Morgan, 

& St. Clair counties 

117A Longwood Dr, S.E. 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

256.880.1575  

- Area Program Coordinator: Karen Motz 

- Area Development Director: Jib McLain 

Johnson City Area Office 

Carter, Greene, Hawkins, Johnson, Lee (VA), 

Scott (VA), Sullivan, Unicoi, Washington, & Wash-

ington (VA) counties and the City of Bristol  

207 N. Boone St, Ste 1500 

Johnson City, TN 37604 

423.928.4080  

- Area Director of Outreach: Tracey Kendall 

- Outreach Assistant: Joan Hoglund 

Memphis Area Office 

Benton, Carroll, Chester, Crockett, Crittenden 

(AR), Decatur, Desoto (MS), Dyer, Fayette, Gibson, 

Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry , 

Lake, Lauderdale, Madison, McNairy, Obion, 

Shelby, Tipton, & Weakly counties  

326 Ellsworth 

Memphis, TN 38111 

901.565.0011  

- Area Program Coordinator: Tammy DeNiro 

- Area Development Director: Lisa Bobal 

Tullahoma Area Office 

Bedford, Coffee, Franklin, Giles, Lawrence, Lin-

coln, Marshall, Moore, & Wayne counties 

201 West Lincoln St. 

Tullahoma, TN 37388 

931.455.3345  

- Area Director of Outreach: Tiffany Maicke 

- Outreach Assistant: Martha Cox 

- Senior Staff Assistant: Shannon Money 

Mid South Chapter Service  

Area & Contact Information 

Nashville Area Office 
Chapter Headquarters 

Cannon, Cheatham, Davidson, DeKalb, Dick-

son, Hickman, Houston, Humphreys, Lewis, 

Macon, Maury, Montgomery, Perry, Robertson, 

Rutherford, Smith, Stewart, Sumner, Trousdale, 

Warren, Williamson, & Wilson counties 

4205 Hillsboro Pike, Suite 216 

Nashville, TN 37215 

615.292.4938  

- Financial Administrator: Debbie Belton 

- Area Program Director: Diane Gramman 

- Area Development Coordinator: 

Kate Nelson 

- Special Events Coordinator: 

Crystal Parsons 

- Grassroots Advocacy: Kathryn Laudin 

Chattanooga Area Office 

Bledsoe, Bradley, Grundy, Hamilton, Marion, 

McMinn, Meigs, Polk, Rhea, & Sequatchie 

counties 

7625 Hamilton Park Dr, Ste 8 

Chattanooga, TN 37421 

423.265.3611  

- Area Program Coordinator: Amy French 

- Area Development Coordinator:  

Cindy Lowery 

- Outreach Assistant: DeLonda Tippens 
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