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Alzheimer’s Association CEO retires after serving 24 years

New leadership tackles disease epidemic in Oklahoma and Arkansas

After 24 years of service with the Alzheimer’s Association Judi Ver Hoef, Chief Executive Officer of the Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter retired July 1 and moved on as a consultant to the National Alzheimer’s Association.

Ver Hoef’s commitment to serving the public through the Alzheimer’s Association started in 1986 at the Central Iowa Chapter where she expanded outreach and revenue goals. In 1996, Ver Hoef assumed leadership in Tulsa and since then the Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter has flourished; growing from a single office, to five offices in a bi-state area, and gross revenue has increased by an average annual rate of 33 percent. 

This strong history combined with the reputation for reaching greater numbers of people, more effectively, with programs focusing on education, advocacy and other support-focused initiatives has garnered the Chapter numerous awards from the National Office. Ver Hoef will be consulting with the National Association and where she will continue to advise on organizational leadership and growth in support of the non-profit’s vision.

“The Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter has a strong foundation, being recognized as one of the top five in the nation and has unprecedented community support,” Ver Hoef said. “This foundation and the clear-cut vision going forward paves the way for increases needed in research, education, awareness and caregiver support.”

Building on this strong foundation set forth by Ver Hoef is CEO designate and current Executive Vice President, Mark Fried, whose experience includes his continued input on strategic vision, oversight of Arkansas operations and Chapter-wide public policy efforts.

“My desire is to see our Chapter continue to thrive,” Fried said. “It is crucial we increase community awareness about Alzheimer’s, the benefits of a healthy brain lifestyle and to connect those facing the disease with available support. There is a foundation of superior performance within this Chapter and we will continue to tap into the talents, creativity and passion of our staff while working with the goals of the National Association to create a world without Alzheimer’s.”

It is this vision that drives the Chapter onward as awareness and need for support increases dramatically across the nation. Currently, Alzheimer’s disease is the 7th leading cause of death. The number of Americans 65 and older who have or will have Alzheimer’s disease is projected to increase from 5.3 million in 2010 to 13.5 million in 2050 – bringing the total annual costs to all payers for the care of people with the disease over $1 trillion in 2050. 
 “This disease has a universal impact,” Fried said. “Whether a family lives in Oklahoma or Arkansas, their challenges and needs are significant and similar. Families need information that will make their journey easier to navigate. They need to know there is an organization that is here to help them.”

With a well-built foundation and passionate and dedicated new leadership, the Alzheimer’s Association Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter is ready to take on this escalating epidemic.

“This is our time,” Fried said. “We must advance the Cause right now and I truly believe we have the strategic plan and staff to carry out our vision.”

The Alzheimer’s Association is the largest voluntary health organization in the country with the dual mission of conquering Alzheimer’s disease through research and enhancing care and support for people with the disease, their families, and caregivers.  The Association provides a 24-hour Helpline (1-800-272-3900), support groups, education programs, care consultation, information and referral, Safe Return (a national program to help find people with dementia who become lost).  For more information about Alzheimer’s disease visit www.alz.org.


