[image: image1.png]alzheimer’s )Y) association

the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer




Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter

Tulsa Office

6465 S. Yale, Suite 312
Tulsa, OK  74136

24 Hour Helpline 1-800-272-3900
For Immediate Release
Contact:  Sarah Frey, 918-906-5089; sarah.frey@alz.org or
Tonda Ames, VP of Marketing,  918-481-7782; tonda.ames@alz.org
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION OKLAHOMA AND ARKANSAS CHAPTER OFFERS DESIGNERS AND ARTISTS CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND WIN CASH PRIZE

TULSA, OK (APRIL 16, 2010) – Create the winning T-shirt design for Tulsa’s 18th Annual Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk and a $1,000 prize will be yours. The T-shirt design contest, a first for the organization, was announced last night at Tulsa’s Art Director’s Club meeting. The contest is open to any person residing in the greater Tulsa area.

“We are challenging Tulsa’s creative to come up with a shirt that generates awareness about Alzheimer’s disease, promotes finding a cure and also touts Tulsa,” said Judi Ver Hoef, president and CEO of the local chapter.


The contest marks a break in tradition: In past years, Tulsa’s Memory Walk participants have worn a shirt design provided by the national organization.


“Tulsa has long been recognized as a leading city to raise Alzheimer’s awareness. This contest further enhances that reputation,” said Susan Dornblaser, Memory Walk 2010 Advisory Chair.

Contest rules and design requirements are posted on the local chapter’s Memory Walk Website, www.tulsamemorywalk.org. Only electronic submissions will be accepted, and all entries must be received by June 15, 2010, at 5 p.m. CDT. 


The local chapter believes the contest will help educate diverse age groups about the disease, for which currently there are no survivors.


Nancy Gustine, 2010 Memory Walk Event Chair, said, “Because there are no happy-ending stories to tell, people avoid discussing this disease. We must get over that stigma and raise awareness about the growing global prevalence of Alzheimer’s.”


The winning design, contest organizers say, will be one that creates a “favorite shirt” that is worn throughout the year. The T-shirt and winning artist will be revealed in early July. The 2010 Memory Walk takes place Saturday, August 28, at Oral Roberts University.

“Research is making progress but lacks funding. Tulsa has an opportunity to shout out to the world that we care, that we’re taking action and that we intend to help beat this disease,” Gustine said.


Someone in the United States develops Alzheimer’s disease every 70 seconds, and a U.S. person’s chance of having Alzheimer’s by age 65 is 1 in 8. In Oklahoma, family caregivers provide more than $1 billion, or 98 million hours, of unpaid care annually. More than 74,000 Oklahomans currently have the disease. 

Media: To download a copy of the contest rules, click this link: www.tulsamemorywalk.org
The Alzheimer’s Association is the largest voluntary health organization in the country with the dual mission of conquering Alzheimer’s disease through research and enhancing care and support for people with the disease, their families, and caregivers.  The Association provides a 24-hour Helpline (1-800-272-3900), support groups, education programs, care consultation, information and referral, Safe Return (a national program to help find people with dementia who become lost).  For more information about Alzheimer’s disease visit www.alz.org.
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