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ALZHEIMER’S BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO EXHIBITION BEGINS TOUR APRIL 1 AT PHILLBROOK MUSEUM OF ART

“Please pray for me as I do not know where this journey will take me,” said Pat, a 72 year-old man living with Alzheimer’s disease.
Pat’s story is just one of 18 black and white photographs of people with Alzheimer’s disease that will be on exhibition on the lower level education center at Tulsa’s Philbrook Museum of Art beginning April 1. The exhibition will continue through April 14. Located at 2727 S. Rockford Road, Philbrook is open Tuesday-Sunday from 10-5pm and on Thursdays until 8pm.
Gay Larson, a local photographer and Board member for the Alzheimer’s Association, lent her photographic talent to this project. The stark black and white photographs address the diversity in Alzheimer’s disease.
“Alzheimer’s disease is not a disease of only the old and of women,” said Tonda Ames, vice president of marketing and programs for the Alzheimer’s Association Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter. “This disease is as diverse as this country. It impacts African Americans, Hispanics, as well as the young and old, men and women. It knows no boundaries.”

The purpose of the exhibit is to educate the general about the impact of the disease and how they can manage signs of the disease if they suspect it in them self or a loved one.
According to the Alzheimer’s Association’s 2010 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures, which was just released in March, there are 5.3 million Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease – 74,000 individuals in Oklahoma alone. The growing prevalence and escalating impact of this disease should not be underestimated. As the first wave of baby boomers begins turning 65 next year — now is the time to address the ways to tame the threat of one of the most significant public health crisis facing the nation. 
Rising Prevalence

· There are 5.3 million Americans living with the disease.

· There are 74,000 people living with Alzheimer’s disease in Oklahoma alone and that number is expected to rise to 96,000 by 2025.

Special Report on Race, Ethnicity and Alzheimer’s Disease

· Although whites makes up the great majority of the more than five million people with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias, African-Americans are about two times more likely than whites to have Alzheimer’s and other dementias, and Hispanics are about one and one-half times more likely than whites to have Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

· There are no known genetic factors that can explain the greater prevalence of Alzheimer’s and other dementias in African-Americans and Hispanics than in whites. 

· Conditions such as high blood pressure and diabetes, which are known risk factors for Alzheimer’s and other dementias in all groups, are more common in African-Americans and Hispanics than in whites. High blood pressure and diabetes are potentially modifiable conditions and better management of these conditions could help to reduce the prevalence of Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 

“The Oklahoma and Arkansas Chapter is committed to increasing awareness about risk factors for Alzheimer’s and other dementias among all Americans,” continued Ames. “Our Maintain Your Brain and Know the 10 Warning Signs programs seek to work with families dealing with Alzheimer’s disease in communities all across Oklahoma.” 

The Alzheimer’s Association is the largest voluntary health organization in the country with the dual mission of conquering Alzheimer’s disease through research and enhancing care and support for people with the disease, their families, and caregivers.  The Association provides a 24-hour Helpline (1-800-272-3900), support groups, education programs, care consultation, information and referral, Safe Return (a national program to help find people with dementia who become lost).  For more information about Alzheimer’s disease visit www.alz.org.
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