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**MEDIA ALERT**
Attention: Planning/Assignment Desk

FIGHT GLOBAL EPIDEMIC ON WORLD ALZHEIMER’S DAY

Learn about Alzheimer’s on Sunday, September 21st
WHAT:
The Alzheimer’s Association, Central Ohio Chapter is asking people to learn about Alzheimer’s this World Alzheimer’s Day and to help support Alzheimer’s research and care services for those who have been touched by this degenerative disease.  Central Ohioans can join others around the world in the fight against Alzheimer’s by going to www.actionalz.org.
WHEN:
World Alzheimer’s Day: Sunday, September 21
INTERVIEW:
Michelle Chippas, Executive Director & CEO



Bill Keating, cared for wife, who died of Alzheimer’s



Ann Buchfinck, caregiver




(Contact Michelle Chippas to arrange for interviews. Contact information below.)

WHY:
Today there are more than 26 million people living with Alzheimer’s disease around the world and that figure is expected to quadruple by 2050.  In the united states there are currently more than 5 million people living with Alzheimer’s and that figure is expected to grow to as many as 16 million by 2050.  In Ohio there are 200,000 people living with Alzheimer’s and that figure is expected to grow 15 percent to 230,000 by 2010.  As the statistics show, Alzheimer’s is an escalating epidemic; one that the Alzheimer’s association is asking you to join in the fight this World Alzheimer’s Day.

Did you know:

· Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth-leading cause of death in the United States.
· 10 million American baby boomers will develop Alzheimer’s.
· One out of eight people age 65 and older have Alzheimer’s and nearly one out of every two over age 85 has it.
· Every 71 seconds, someone in America develops Alzheimer’s disease; by mid-century someone will develop Alzheimer’s every 33 seconds.
· Odds are you know or are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s. There are almost 10 million caregivers in the US.
· Initial symptoms include memory loss, but as the disease progresses and kills more of the brain, the brain is unable to tell the body how to move, swallow or breathe.
· The plaques and tangles associated with the disease act as weeds that literally choke the healthy brain tissue causing it to die: Brains affected by Alzheimer’s actually shrink due to cell loss.
CONTACT:
Michelle Chippas, Executive Director & CEO, 614-457-6003 (o) 614 506-9055 (c) or mchippas@alz.org 
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