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miami valley chapter 

attorneys 

 
 
 

**The above listing of legal services is for information only and does not necessarily 
reflect an endorsement by the Alzheimer’s Association, Miami Valley Chapter.   

Clark    

Theodore D. Daniel 
Hofbauer& Marshall, LLP 
Anthony Kohler 
Paula Powers 
Anthony Bryan Pennington 

133 S. Main St  
4 W. Main St., Ste. 630 
1608 Upper Valley Pk 
4 W. Main St 
1107 Upper Valley Pk 

New Carlisle, OH 45344 
Springfield, OH 45502 
Springfield, OH 45504 
Springfield, OH 45502 
Springfield, OH 45504 

937-845-9485 
937-324-2224 
937-324-3000 
937-323-6120 
937-325-4446 

Darke    

Gary Brown 
Ray Donadio 
Thomas H. Graber 
Thomas Guillozet 

116 W. 4th St 
1400 N. Broadway St 
507 S. Broadway St 
207 E. Main St 

Greenville, OH 45331 
Greenville, OH 45331 
Greenville, OH 45331 
Versailles, OH 45380 

937-548-1125 
937-548-6888 
937-548-1157 
937-526-3501 

Greene    

Miller, Finney, McKeown,  Baker 
Charles H. Stier 

 20 King Avenue  
3836 Dayton-Xenia Rd. 

Xenia, OH 45385 
Beavercreek, OH 45432 

937-372-8055 
937-426-3310 

Montgomery    

Legal Aid Society of Dayton 
Jesse Beasley 
Thompson Hine LLP (Mark Conway) 
Christopher Lavin 
Joe P. Mattera 
Michael Millonig 
Harry (Pete) Rife 
Nancy Roberson 
Winwood Rutledge Co. (Jeff Win-
wood & Marybeth Rutledge)  
 Georginia Parisi    

333 West First Ste 500 
303 Hacker Rd 
2000 Courthouse Plaza NE 
2612 Needmore Rd 
2700 Kettering Tower 
7601 Paragon Rd Ste 103 
580 Lincoln Park Blvd. 
2390 S. Dixie Hwy 
580 Lincoln Park Blvd., Suite 388 
 
3430 S. Dixie Dr. 
 

Dayton, OH 45402 
Dayton, OH 45415 
Dayton, OH 45402 
Dayton, OH 45414 
Dayton, OH 45423 
Dayton, OH 45459 
Dayton, OH 45409 
Dayton, OH 45409 
Dayton, OH 45429 
 
Dayton, Ohio 45439 

937-228-8088 
937-454-0039 
937-443-6600 
888-488-9955 
937-223-1130 
937-438-3977 
937-293-1000 
937-643-2000 
937-294-6000 
 
937-298-1961  

Preble    

Steve Hobbs 
Paul Holtzmuller 
Earley&Early Attorneys 

119 N. Commerce 
P.O. Box 332 115 W. Main St 
112 N. Barron St. 

Lewisburg, OH 45338 
Eaton, OH 45320 
Eaton, OH 45320 

937-962-2712 
937-456-2819 
937-456-4104 

Shelby 
 
Jim Chrisman    2231/2 Main 

 
        
   Sidney, Ohio 45365      937-492-4250
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legal planning a must 
When Alzheimer's Disease strikes, the 
patient and the family must prepare 
for the inevitable emotional, physical, 
and financial changes that lie ahead.  
A diagnosis of Alzheimer's does not 
mean that the person is unable to 
make decisions.  In fact, early in the 
course of the disease, the patient may 
be capable of participating in legal and 
financial planning to protect the 
future management of his or her life 
and assets. 
 
It is vital that persons with 
Alzheimer's disease and their family 
obtain knowledgeable legal advice 
without delay.  Laws vary from state 
to state, as do the needs of each 
person and his family.  There is no 
one plan or approach that is right for 
everyone.  With expert help and 
proper guidance, you should be able 
to make choices that best fit your 
needs. 
 
Beginning the Plan 
Planning a future for Alzheimer's can 
be an upsetting process for both 
patient and family.  A fundamental 
principle is to allow the AD patient as 
much control of his life and affairs as 
possible.  The patient should assist in 
selecting the person(s) who will 
assume management of legal and 
financial concerns when he is no 
longer able. 
 
Even after there has been significant 
impairment, keeping the patient 
abreast of important decisions will 
help him to know that things are 
being done the way he would have 
chosen. Effective legal planning 
depends on open communication 
between family members.  A family 
meeting with the legal advisor may 
make the process easier to manage. 
 
A good starting point is collecting 

legal and financial documents that are 
the property or concern of the AD 
patient and spouse, if applicable.  These 
typically include the tax returns, health 
and life insurance policies, pensions 
information, deeds, mortgages, bank 
statements, investment documents, as 
well as previously executed wills and 
trusts. 

 
Legal Steps to be Taken 
There are several legal issues that 
should be considered as soon as the 
patient is diagnosed with Alzheimer's 
disease.  It is important to locate an 
attorney who either specializes in elder 
law, or is familiar with the related issues 
and family situation. Once an attorney 
is retained, there are some immediate 
steps to be taken.  First and foremost, 
an agreement must be reached as to 
who will legally act on behalf of the 
patient.  There are several ways to 
accomplish this. 
 
Durable Power of Attorney  
(For Health Care) 
The Durable Power of Attorney 
document allows an individual to 
designate another person to act legally 
on his behalf.  A DPA can be broad, 
and give power to manage and control 
most financial and legal transactions, or 
it can be limited to selected assets or 
activities.  The Durable Power of 
Attorney for Health Care is a legal 
instrument where an individual 

appoints a representative to make 
health care decisions when he is 
incapacitated and not able to. 
 
Trusts and Living Trusts 
A Trust is an arrangement where a 
trustee is appointed to manage part or 
all of his assets, which have been 
placed in the trust.  Although the 
trustee holds title to the assets, he is 
obligated to manage them according 
to the terms of the trust. 
 
A Living Trust operates while the 
grantor (patient) is still alive, allowing 
him to make changes as seen fit.  A 
major benefit is the possible 
avoidance of probate, however there 
may not be any tax advantages to 
creating a Living Trust. 
 
Wills & Living Wills 
The terms by which a person's estate 
will be distributed death is specified in 
the Will.  A Living Will gives the 
individual the opportunity to explain 
how the health care decisions are to 
be made in the event of mental 
capacity.  It should state whether life-
sustaining treatment is or is not to be 
used when the individual is 
completely without decision-making 
abilities or awareness.  A Living Will 
should be written along with a DPA 
for Health Care to ensure that the 
patient's wishes are clear and executed 
property. 
 
Other Legal Matters 
It is important to review the nature of 
ownership of the patient's property.  
In some cases it might be preferable 
to transfer title of properties, 
including those jointly owned, to a 
spouse, family member or trusted 
friends.  Arrangements should also be 
made to have a legally designated 
representative of the patient file his 
tax returns. 


