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ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION STAFF JUST KEEP ON GIVING
Staff rake leaves to help local Des Moines family affected by Alzheimer’s disease
DES MOINES, IA - OCTOBER, 25, 2011 – While staff from the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Iowa Chapter began planning a team building activity for the beautiful fall day back on Friday, October 14th the idea was brought up about giving back to those they serve. 
“Our internal mission at this chapter is to remember to always focus on those affected by Alzheimer’s disease.  Keeping these individuals and families top-of-mind allows us to grow our internal passion and motivates us to do the great work we do here in Iowa,” says Executive Director, Carol Sipfle.
So with rakes in hand, two leaf blowers and ten ladies ready to work, they headed to the south side of Des Moines to the residence of John & Heidi Hagen.  In an email to staff John said, “There was no way I would have been able to get it done without your help.  A big thank-you from the bottom of our hearts.”
“I was surprised that it only took us about an hour and a half!  We brought on the girl power!  It was nice to take a step back from the daily work we do and visit with those individuals who are impacted by the services we provide.  It made me feel good,” stated local coordinator of the Walk to End Alzheimer’s event and Des Moines Community Relations Coordinator, Tanya Dunn.

They didn’t do it for a thank-you but to continue to support those affected by Alzheimer’s disease.  Sometimes it’s the little things that make the largest impact.

About the Alzheimer's Association:
The Alzheimer’s Association is the world’s leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer care, support and research. Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health.  The Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Iowa Chapter serves 63 counties in both Iowa and Illinois with offices in West Des Moines (chapter headquarters), Creston, Burlington, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, and the Quad Cities.  
The chapter directly serves more than 30,000 individuals annually through its core services of information and referral, care consultation, educational programs, support groups and opportunities to enroll in the MedicAlert® + Alzheimer’s Association Safe Return® or Alzheimer's Association TrialMatch™ .  To contact the Greater Iowa Chapter directly please call the Alzheimer’s Association 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900 or visit www.alz.org/greateriowa.
###

