FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:

Rachel Ryan, 202.754.1984, rachel.ryan@mslgroup.com
Alzheimer’s Association media line, 312.335.4078; media@alz.org
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION CALL TO CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS HAS BEEN ANSWERED
WITH HISTORIC COMMITMENT TO FUND CRITICAL RESEARCH
Policymakers respond to Alzheimer’s Association with unprecedented $350 million increase for research
funding in FY2016, bringing NIH total of Alzheimer’s disease research to nearly $1 billion per year.
WASHINGTON, D.C., December 16, 2015 – The Alzheimer’s Association, the leading advocate for federal
Alzheimer’s disease research funding and the leading provider of caregiver support, celebrated today’s
announcement from House and Senate appropriations leaders that detailed their intention to pass the largest
increase in history for Alzheimer’s research funding in the FY2016 budget.
“The Alzheimer’s Association believed we could work with congressional leaders to make this happen and our
effort was realized with today’s historic announcement. Congressional champions from both sides of the aisle
have heard the appeals from leading scientists convened by the Alzheimer’s Association and the hundreds of
thousands of advocates we have led. They have answered with a bold, strategic decision to invest in the fight
against Alzheimer’s disease, which is a necessary next step in our country’s journey to end this epidemic,” said
Harry Johns, president and CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association.
The Alzheimer’s Association has led researchers to document the scientific needs and opportunities that stand
ready to be addressed with additional funding, advanced awareness and increased concern, and organized
hundreds of thousands of advocates across the country who have worked relentlessly to ensure their message
was heard and action was taken.
A report from the Alzheimer’s Association, based on an economic model created by an independent research
firm, projects that Medicare spending on people with Alzheimer’s disease will more than quadruple in just over
a generation to $589 billion annually in 2050. This analysis showed that a treatment delaying the onset of
Alzheimer’s by just five years would save Medicare $345 billion in the first 10 years alone.
“When signed into law, these funds will begin to be released immediately to launch new, groundbreaking
Alzheimer’s research; research that will accelerate our progress toward ultimately eliminating the disease,” said
Johns. “Congress understands what a significant difference dedicated funding for research will do to help to
prevent, slow and ultimately develop a cure for Alzheimer’s.”
Alzheimer's disease is the only cause of death among the nation’s top 10 that cannot be prevented, cured or even
slowed. Today, there are more than 5 million Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease along with their
more than 15 million caregivers.
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The Alzheimer’s Association is the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer's care, support and
research. Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research, to provide and
enhance care and support for all affected, and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain
health. Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s. For more information, visit alz.org.

