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Alzheimer’s Association Applauds 

State Representative Matt Hudson:

Secures critical funding for the Memory Mobile
Clearwater – The Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association praises the help by State Representative Matt Hudson (R-Naples) in securing funds for the Memory Mobile -  an Alzheimer support program that assists families and caregivers in rural towns and inner-city areas of the Florida Gulf Coast.
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The 2010 legislative session was yet another session for the history books. Few sessions have had as many challenges. All Alzheimer programs and respite service funds faced total elimination or a potential significant loss of funding. Because of one of the Gulf Coast’s emerging leaders, Rep. Matt Hudson, the Alzheimer’s Association is pleased to report that the funding for the Memory Mobile will keep it in service for another year.
“Rep. Hudson is a true champion who did some heavy lifting for Florida’s most vulnerable citizens,” said Gloria Smith, President and CEO, Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association. “We have a true leader who carries our voice to Tallahassee.” 

The Memory Mobile, created in 2001 by the Florida Legislature and subsequently funded partially by the Florida Legislature, serves 17 counties in the Gulf Coast area. Used as a model for other states, the Memory Mobile is an “office on wheels” that offers free memory screening, one-on-one care consultations, caregiver training, support groups, and literature about Alzheimer's disease and caregiver concerns. In addition, the Memory Mobile is used as a mobile support unit during the recovery process of a disaster. After Hurricane Charlie in 2004, the Alzheimer’s Association used the Memory Mobile to help provide emotional support and services to hundred of seniors devastated by Hurricane Charlie.

The Alzheimer’s Association – Florida Gulf Coast Chapter provides a support system for those affected by Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder and their caregivers through patient and family services, education, advocacy and research. For more information about the Alzheimer’s Association contact the Florida Gulf Coast Chapter at 727-578-2558 or go online at www.alz.org/FlGulfCoast. The Florida Gulf Coast Chapter serves 17 Florida counties (from Hernando County down to Collier) where there are more than 189,000 people who are estimated to be living with Alzheimer’s disease. There are only 8 states in the U.S. with more cases of Alzheimer’s disease than are in the Florida Gulf Coast Chapter’s service region. 
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