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1st Ever Memories in the Making Art Auction & Wine Pairing Helps Dementia Patients Find Courage and Strength Through Art
Rock Island, IL – May 5, 2011 – Lighthouse Homecare, Dex, Modern Woodmen, Genisis Health Group – Neurology/Southern Illinois University, and 97X, will be presenting the 1st Ever Memories in the Making Art Auction and Wine Pairing on Friday, June 3, 2011 from 5 to 9 p.m.  The event will be held at McKesson Building in Rock Island and will feature framed art painted by Alzheimer’s patients in various stages of the disease.  Tickets can be purchased for $20 per person before May 27,and $25 per person after May 27.  Proceeds will benefit the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Iowa Chapter.
"We are very excited and proud to be the host to the 1st ever art auction Memories in the Making.  This partnership has been truly rewarding. The Alzheimer's patients have created and expressed amazing art pieces that have given us a glance into their past. All proceeds from the auction will continue to support research and education for those affected by the disease. As owner of Lighthouse Homecare we know that we are experiencing a rapid growth in the senior population, it is very important to us and our company that we continue to educate by keeping accurate dementia information current, and supporting those who face this disease." says Kirsten Adams, owner of Lighthouse Homecare.
The selected pieces highlighted for this auction are unique; designed by an Alzheimer’s patient to tell their story in the form of art.  Each piece conveys a message of those striving to maintain their dignity and identity, despite the ravages of their disease. Artwork is named by the artist and includes a photo and biography explaining their story.  Each piece is professional framed for the auction.
The event will feature hors d’oeuvres, wine, live music, art and silent auction, all benefiting the Alzheimer’s Association.  Catering will be provided by Thunderbay Grill and Grapelife will oversee the wine pairing.

Join local sponsors:  97X, Dex, Lighthouse Homecare, Modern Woodmen, Genisis Health Group-Neurology/Southern Illinois University, Niemann Farms, and Country Manor at this first ever event benefiting the Alzheimer’s Association.  To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Linda White with the Alzheimer’s Association at 563.324.1022 or Kirsten Adams with Lighthouse Homecare at 563.505.7159.  Tickets can also be purchased online at www.alz.org/greateriowa.
Alzheimer’s Association
· According to the Alzheimer’s Association’s newly released 2011 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures report, there are 5.4 million Americans living with  Alzheimer’s disease, including 69,000 in Iowa alone.  The number of Americans with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to 16 million by 2025.  

· In addition, unpaid caregivers (family and friends) provided 17 billion hours of unpaid care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or another dementia valued at $202.6 billion.
“This report shows that Alzheimer’s is a significant threat not only for the nation – but also for the people of Iowa.  Because of Iowa’s high percentage of residents over age 65, the state must prepare to deal with this growing public health problem,” said Carol Sipfle, executive director of the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Iowa Chapter.
In 2010, the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Iowa Chapter served more than 30,000 individuals in 63 counties in Iowa and Illinois, through our core services of information and referral, care consultation, educational programs, support groups and opportunities to enroll in Medic Alert + Safe Return in 2010. These services are provided by qualified staff at six locations – Burlington, Creston, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, the Quad Cities and West Des Moines – who are knowledgeable about local resources and understand the challenges of living with dementia. 

Our Mission
To eliminate Alzheimer's disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health.

Our Vision
A world without Alzheimer's disease.

For additional information please contact us locally at 563.324.1022 or 24/7 at 800.272.3900.   Visit us online at www.alz.org/greateriowa.
###
