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For Immediate Release
Thursday – July 1st, 2010
New York Community Bank’s Roslyn Savings Bank Division

Raises $15,000 for LI Alzheimer’s Association’s Memory Walk

Ronkonkoma, June 30, 2010 – Virginia Belling, Senior Vice President and Retail Banking Regional Executive for New York Community Bank’s Roslyn Savings Bank Division, presented a check for $15,000 to Mary Ann Malack-Ragona, Executive Director & CEO for the Long Island Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association at the Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk Kick-off Breakfast.  The Breakfast is the start of a long-term campaign that leads up to the Long Island Memory Walk in September.  This year’s Memory Walk fundraising efforts had a head start, thanks to the employees and customers of New York Community Bank.

 “My dad had Alzheimer’s Disease, so I know firsthand the challenges Long Island families face caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s Disease” explained Ms. Belling as she spoke to the audience who attended the breakfast.  “On behalf of New York Community Bank, I would like to thank our branch staff for helping to raise money and awareness for this disease.”
Ms. Ragona stated, “It is our pleasure to be collaborating with New York Community Bank and its Roslyn Savings Bank Division.  Our organizations share a common belief – that by supporting the local community, we can make a difference in the lives of fellow Long Islanders.  As the first Corporate Presenting Sponsor for the Memory Walk on Long Island, New York Community Bank is kick-starting what will prove to be an amazing event.”  
Currently 5.3 million people in this country have Alzheimer’s Disease and more than 200,000 individuals under the age of 65 have a diagnosis of AD.  By the middle of this century, it is estimated that approximately 14 to 16 million people will have a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease; 1 out of 8 baby boomers is at risk.  The annual cost of Alzheimer’s disease will soar to at least $375 billion, overwhelming our health care system and bankrupting Medicare and Medicaid.  Alzheimer’s disease does not happen overnight, it begins to attack the brain of its potential victims 10 to 20 years before the first symptoms appear.  To protect today’s baby boomers from the ravage of Alzheimer’s Disease, we have to find ways to stop this disease process now, while there is still time to prevent the damage.
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New York Community Bank is the savings bank subsidiary of New York Community Bancorp, the 22nd largest bank holding company in the nation, with 278 branches and assets of $42.4 billion at March 31, 2010.  Now in its 151st year of strength, stability, and service, the Community Bank serves its customers through seven local divisions:  Roslyn Savings Bank--the largest, with 56 branches on Long Island--as well as Queens County Savings Bank in Queens;  Richmond County Savings Bank on Staten Island; Roosevelt Savings Bank in Brooklyn; Ohio Savings Bank in Ohio; and AmTrust Bank in Florida and Arizona.

 

In addition to New York Community Bank, the NYCB Family of Banks includes New York Commercial Bank, which meets the financial needs of small and mid-size businesses throughout Long Island, New York City, and Westchester County, with 35 branch offices. 
 

For more information about New York Community Bank, New York Commercial Bank, and New York Community Bancorp, Inc., please visit www.myNYCB.com. 
The Alzheimer’s Association is the nation’s leading voluntary health organization dedicated to supporting families and caregivers by providing vital programs and services in local communities nationwide.  The Association is the largest private funder of Alzheimer research, having committed more than $200 million to 
research.  A minimum of 75% of every dollar raised by the Alzheimer’s Association funds programs to promote research, find effective treatments, and improve the lives of those affected by Alzheimer’s.

For more information about Memory Walk 2010 or the Alzheimer’s Association, please contact 

Mary Ann Malack-Ragona, Executive Director/CEO at (631) 820-8068.  To donate to the Long Island Memory Walk , please visit www.alz.org/longisland and click on the Memory Walk 2010 icon.  Donations may also be sent to: Alzheimer’s Association Long Island, 3281 Veterans Memorial Highway, Suite E-13, Ronkonkoma, N.Y.  11779.
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