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For Immediate Release
Wednesday – January 19, 2011

President Obama Signs Landmark Legislation 
Laying the Foundation for a National Alzheimer Strategy 

Ronkonkoma, January 19, 2011 – As the leading care, research and advocacy organization for Alzheimer’s disease, the Alzheimer’s Association applauds President Obama for signing the National Alzheimer’s Project Act (NAPA) into law. NAPA creates for the first time a coordinated national strategy to confront one of America’s most feared and costly diseases, a disease that will only plague more baby boomers as they age. Given the scale of the Alzheimer epidemic and the growing number of Americans directly affected every single day, NAPA will provide an essential framework within the government that recognizes the Alzheimer crisis is no longer emerging but is here. 
“The Alzheimer’s Association is pleased that a much needed plan will now be put into place to address the challenges of Alzheimer’s disease, currently the sixth-leading cause of death in this country. In fact, among the 10 leading causes of death, it is by far the fastest growing — increasing more than 50 percent from 2000 to 2007,” said Harry Johns, National Alzheimer’s Association President & CEO. “Given the devastation experienced by millions of families because of this disease and the staggering economic costs, particularly to Medicare and Medicaid, we must have an effective strategy now. The fact that Alzheimer’s is the only one of the top 10 causes of death without a way to prevent, cure or even slow it underscores the critical need for the swift, aggressive implementation of this legislation.” 
Currently 5.3 million people in this country have Alzheimer’s disease and more than 200,000 individuals under the age of 65 have a diagnosis of AD.  By the middle of this century, it is estimated that approximately 14 to 16 million people will have a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease; 1 out of 8 baby boomers is at risk. Alzheimer’s disease does not happen overnight, it begins to attack the brain of its potential victims 10 to 20 years before the first symptoms appear.  To protect today’s baby boomers from the ravages of Alzheimer’s disease, we have to find ways to stop this disease process now, while there is still time to prevent the damage.
“On behalf of the more than 55,000 people living with this disease on Long Island, the hundreds of thousands of family members and caregivers, and the multitude of Alzheimer advocates from across the state who reached out to their elected officials to tell them to support this important legislation,” said Mary Ann Malack-Ragona, Executive Director/CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association Long Island Chapter, “NAPA will serve to make significant inroads to dealing with the public health threat Alzheimer’s disease poses to Long Island, the state and the nation.”
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Building on the work of the Alzheimer’s Association and the recommendations of the Alzheimer’s Study Group, an independent, bipartisan panel created to evaluate the government’s current efforts to combat the disease, NAPA will lead to the creation of a national strategic plan to overcome the Alzheimer’s disease epidemic. It would also establish an inter-agency council to work with the Secretary of Health and Human Services to give a full assessment of what needs to be done to address the threat of Alzheimer’s on multiple fronts including care, research and support. NAPA ensures strategic planning and coordination of the fight against Alzheimer’s across the federal government as a whole. 
“Beyond the human impact on families which cannot be underestimated, the economic burden — with total care costs escalating from $172 billion today to more than $1 trillion by 2050 — are significant as well,” said Robert J. Egge, Alzheimer’s Association Vice President of Public Policy. “Alzheimer’s leaves American families, Medicare, Medicaid and our healthcare system defenseless against skyrocketing costs, and it leaves each of us vulnerable to the wide-ranging effects of this devastating disease. We need transformative, cost-effective strategic solutions to tackle a national public health emergency with widespread social and economic consequences. NAPA will help to put the nation on the right track and we commend the Obama administration for recognizing this.” 

The Alzheimer’s Association Long Island Chapter stands with millions of Alzheimer families in thanking President Obama for signing this legislation into law and we look forward to working with the Secretary of Health and Human Services to fulfill the promise of NAPA.

The Alzheimer’s Association is the nation’s leading voluntary health organization dedicated to supporting families and caregivers by providing vital programs and services in local communities nationwide.  The Association is the largest private funder of Alzheimer research, having committed more than $200 million to 

research.  A minimum of 75% of every dollar raised by the Alzheimer’s Association funds programs to promote research, find effective treatments, and improve the lives of those affected by Alzheimer’s.

For more information about the Alzheimer’s Association Long Island Chapter, please contact Mary Ann Malack-Ragona, Executive Director/CEO at (631) 820-8068.  Register for our 2011 Alzheimer’s Disease Education Conference & Expo, “The Changing Dynamics of Alzheimer’s Disease” on March 10, 2011 at the Melville Marriott by visiting www.alz.org/longisland.  Donations may also be sent to: Alzheimer’s Association Long Island, 3281 Veterans Memorial Highway, Suite E-13, Ronkonkoma, NY  11779.
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