
The end of Alzheimer’s starts 
with me. And you.

In September 2011, the Alzheimer’s Association 

observed the inaugural World Alzheimer’s Month, 

growing the previous day of recognition on the 21st 

(now Alzheimer’s Action Day) to a 30-day initiative 

more reflective of the magnitude of this worldwide 

epidemic.

The goal of World Alzheimer’s Month is to raise 

awareness of Alzheimer’s disease and raise 

funds for the Association’s mission to eliminate 

Alzheimer’s through the advancement of research; 

to provide and enhance care and support for 

all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia 

through the promotion of brain health.

To amplify reach, the Alzheimer’s Association 

integrated its marketing channels with its more 

than 550-member Alzheimer’s Early Detection 

Alliance (AEDA). Together, we asked Americans 

to go purple on September 21 to show their 

commitment to a world without Alzheimer’s.

highlights 

•   Generated 100 million earned media 

impressions, including coverage on “Good 

Morning America,” “Morning Joe,” “Live! with 

Regis & Kelly” and PerezHilton.com.

•   Seven media personalities including Diane 

Sawyer, Matt Lauer and Jon Stewart wore 

purple on the 21st.

•   Celebrity week on “Who Wants to be a 

Millionaire?” raised more than $400,000 for 

the Alzheimer’s Association.

•   Advertisements in More and People, as well 

as a “thank you” ad to exemplary AEDA 

members in the Wall Street Journal.

•   Engaged 25,000 people to help turn Facebook 

purple.

•   Reached 300,000 Facebook friends.

•   Educated more than 3.5 million employees 

nationwide on the warning signs of 

Alzheimer’s through the Alzheimer’s 

Association Early Detection Alliance (AEDA).

•   Generated cause marketing promotions to sell 

purple products such as Bare Escentuals® eye 

color and Threadless® T-shirts.

•   More than 320 companies participated in 

Purple with a Purpose with employees 

proudly wearing “The End of Alzheimer’s Starts 

With Me” stickers.
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