
Since its founding in 1980, the Alzheimer's Association 

has been the leader in making the fight against            

Alzheimerôs a national priority, a call that resonates    

during November, which is National 

Alzheimerôs Disease Awareness 

Month. 

Af ter  designat ing a Nat ional            

Alzheimerôs Disease Week in 1982, 

President Reagan helped to launch a 

national campaign against Alzheimerôs 

disease in 1983, calling members of the 

Alzheimer's Association to the White 

House for the signing of a proclamation 

declaring National Alzheimerôs Disease 

Month. 

ñThe emotional, financial and social 

consequences of Alzheimerôs disease 

are so devastating that it deserves   

special attention,ò Reagan said. Taking 

lead of the issue, he went on to advocate research as ñthe 

only hope for victims and families.ò Reagan courageously 

announced his Alzheimerôs diagnosis to the public in     

November 1994 and passed away in 2003. 

 

Alzheimerôs Association founder Jerome Stone led a 

group of family caregivers, Association volunteers 

and staff in the effort to bring attention to the cause 

on Capitol Hill.  That advocacy 

effort continues even stronger 

today with Association public 

policy staff and volunteers leading 

the call for increased government 

funding for critical Alzheimer  

research and support programs.   

In 1983 fewer than 2 million 

Americans had the disease; today, 

the number of individuals with 

Alzheimerôs has soared to as 

many as 5.2 million and is       

expected to grow to 16 million by 

2050 unless something is done to 

slow or stop this devastating   

disease.  

While there is much we donôt yet know about      

Alzheimerôs disease, tremendous progress is being 

made, laying the foundation for future breakthroughs 

in prevention, diagnosis and treatment.  

 

JOIN THE CAUSE,   

NATIONAL ALZHEIMERõS DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH 

Fall 2008  

A CALL TO ACTION  

Alzheimerõs disease is now the 6th leading cause of death in the United States  

We all need to ACT Today!  

To be a Champion go to www.actionalz.org 
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To learn more about Alzheimerôs disease and the                             

Alzheimerôs Association 

Nationwide Toll Free Numberð800.272.3900 

TDD Accessð312.335.8882 

Safe Returnð888.572.8566 

National Websiteðwww.alz.org 

STAR Websiteðwww.alz.org/txstar 

Find educational programs, special events, how to donate, support 

groups, Memory Walk and much more on our new website at: 

www.alz.org/txstar 

Dear Friends: 

 

I want to thank all of our wonderful friends, neighbors, volunteers and supporters 

for your caring and unselfish support of the Alzheimerôs Association.  It is only 

through your charity that we are able to bring help to the thousands of families we 

serve every year.  With your support we served more than 58,000 families this year.  

We know that there are many worthy causes that you can support and we are so 

very grateful that you have chosen the Alzheimerôs Association for your donations 

and gifts. 

 

Every 71 seconds someone in the United States develops or is diagnosed with Alz-

heimerôs disease.  The number of Americans with Alzheimerôs disease has more 

than doubled since 1980 and today there are more than 5.2 million families in our 

country impacted by Alzheimerôs disease.  Even more alarming are the growing 

numbers of Americans who will develop Alzheimerôs disease in the coming years.  

Healthcare researchers predict that as our senior population ages and matures we 

will experience a near epidemic level surge in new cases of Alzheimerôs disease in 

the next seven years. 

 

As we close out 2008 and look forward to 2009 I want to assure you of our com-

mitment and dedication to finding a cure for Alzheimerôs disease.  We will work to 

bring new and more effective programs and services to our chapter.  Thank you for 

your help and support and from all of us at the Alzheimerôs Association, we want to 

extend to you our very best wishes for the New Year and a wonderful, safe and 

fulfilling holiday season.   

 

Very warmest regards, 

 

Denese Watkins, Executive Director 

Alzheimerôs Association STAR Chapter 

The Compassion To Care, The Leadership To Conquer 

Letter from the  

Executive Director  
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Memory Walks have been held in San Angelo, 

Big Spring, Ft. Stockton and Midland.  Com-

bined participants exceeded 700 with donations 

in excess of  $63,000.  This was the first Walk 

ever  in Ft. Stockton with 125 walkers and over 

$6,500 in to date. The Walk in Big Spring was 

the 10th annual with 200 enthusiastic walkers 

including 38 members of the Goliad Cavalier 

Team (5th grade boys).  Big Spring had one of 

its most successful walks in dollars raised, with 

contributions exceeding $14,000  San Angeloôs 

Walk had a small but committed group raising 

Big Springõs Walkers await the  
beginning of their walk  

Midland & Big Springõs Walk 
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funds including several new teams and one indi-

vidual Hazel Dooley who raised in excess of 

$5,000.  The Midland Walk raised $40,000 with 

over 407 participants. They had the largest num-

ber of teams in its history and is on track to be 

one of the most successful walks in terms of 

money raised. 

Platinum Teams: Genworth Financial, Kindred Healthcare, Home Instead Senior Care, Brookdale Senior Living 

Member Teams: Parrot Heads in Paradise, Sigma Kappa & Evercare. 


