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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Jeanne Hutchins, Center on Aging at the University of Vermont
Jeanne.hutchins@uvm.edu
802-656-0292

NEW PROGRAM REPRESENTS JOINT EFFORT BETWEEN  
CENTER ON AGING AND ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION TO PROTECT THE SAFETY OF PEOPLE WITH ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
Alzheimer’s Association and Center on Aging Offers Free Training for First Responders- 

Burlington – June 1, 2011 – More than 5 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s disease and 70 percent of them live at home in the community.  To help First Responders to protect these individuals, the Alzheimer’s Association has created “Approaching Alzheimer’s: Make your first response the right response.”  This outreach and training program designed with and for law enforcement officers, paramedics, fire fighters, disaster relief personnel and other first responders, provides strategies for working with people who have Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.     

“The Alzheimer’s Association has always been a leader in Alzheimer’s safety,” said Maggie Lewis, Director of Program and Services with the Vermont Alzheimer’s Association.  “The new Approaching Alzheimer’s training program will assist first responders by providing them with tools to quickly and appropriately respond to people with the disease in their community.”

The subjects covered in the training include: Wandering, Unsafe Driving/Shoplifting/Unsafe Guns, Abuse & Neglect and Disaster Response.  A highlight of the program is a DVD featuring actual first responders portraying scenarios based on previous encounters with citizens with dementia. 

 “We are very excited to work with the Alzheimer's Association to make available these tools to better understand and assist people who are living with Alzheimer’s,” said Jeanne Hutchins, Program Manager at the Center on Aging. “Understanding the signs of Alzheimer’s and how to communicate with people who have the disease will enable first responders to better serve both people with the disease and the community as a whole.”

For more information about the Approaching Alzheimer’s training or to schedule training contact the Center on Aging at 802-656-0292 or jeanne.hutchins@uvm.edu. There is no cost for this training.

The Alzheimer’s Association
The Alzheimer's Association is the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer care, support and research. Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health. Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s. For more information, visit www.alz.org.

The Center on Aging at the University of Vermont The mission of the Center on Aging at the University of Vermont is to forge an ongoing collaboration among faculty, students, staff and programs within the University of Vermont, Fletcher Allen Health Care, and the Vermont community to promote a sense of well being and a high quality of life for older adults. Visit http://www.uvm.edu/~ctraging. 
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