
The Judy Fund:

A history of success and impact

• Sponsors the Association’s $1 million Pioneer Research Award, 
presented to Philip Sloane, University of North Carolina at  
Chapel Hill, to support his study: Improving Medical Care of  
Assisted Living Residents with Dementia. 

• Supports the Alzheimer’s Association California Southland  
Chapter’s involvement in the Memory Assessment Center  
at Eisenhower Medical Center.

• As a Zenith Society member, The Judy Fund sponsors  
Dr. Ramon Diaz-Arrastia, University of Texas Southwestern  
Medical Center, studying elevated homocysteine as a risk  
factor for progression from mild cognitive impairment (MCI)  
to Alzheimer’s disease.

• Reaches over $3 million! 

• Through the Zenith Society, sponsors  
Dr. William Jagust, University of California at  
Berkeley, studying the detection of Alzheimer’s 
disease in people who have no signs of  
cognitive impairment or dementia. 

• Sponsors Dr. George Perry, Case Western Reserve University,  
with a Zenith grant to study mitochondrial abnormalities in 
Alzheimer’s disease.
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• Reaches $2.2 million! 

• The Judy Fund and the Gelfand family become lifetime members of 
the Association’s Zenith Society, its highest and most involved level 
of philanthropy. 

• Sigma Alpha Mu (ΣAM) Fraternity names  
The Judy Fund its national charity of choice.

• The Judy Fund is established and raises almost $1.3 million in  
its first year. 

• Sponsors inaugural research grant: Dr. Edward Koo at the  
University of California at San Diego, studying the genetics  
of Alzheimer’s disease.



• Sponsors several initiatives within the Association’s public policy 
division: the Grass Tops Leadership Corp.; the Dartmouth Cost of 
Alzheimer’s Disease Study; the Lewis Cost of Impact Study and 
the Alzheimer’s Study Group.

• Reaches over $4 million! 

• Invests in the pilot Alzheimer’s Association Ambassador Program, 
creating a network of advocates to maintain year-round  
conversations with their legislators. 

• Sponsors the publication Changing the Trajectory 
of Alzheimer’s Disease: A National Imperative and 
the last leg of the Alzheimer’s Breakthrough Ride 
in Washington, D.C.

• Sponsors Dr. Randy Bateman, Washington University in  
St. Louis, with a Zenith grant to study a blood isotope test for 
Alzheimer’s disease.

• Through a Zenith grant, sponsors Dr. Mark Tuszynski, the University 
of California at San Diego, to study MRI guidance for brain-derived 
neurotrophic factor (BDNF) gene delivery in Alzheimer’s disease.

• Ella Stearns and Sophie Gelfand lead The Judy Fund Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s team to a record year, raising over $11,000.

• Continues support of the Ambassador program, with more than  
370 volunteer Ambassadors deployed across the country. 

• The Judy Fund Mind & Heart Salon Series begins in Los Angeles  
and New York City.
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Dear Friends and Family,
This summer offered me the opportunity to travel 
in France, where I learned many important things, 
among them: Sancerre as a daily ritual is a perfect 
compliment to a Paris afternoon; Jim Morrison 
has many famous neighbors resting alongside him 
at Père Lachaise and the literal translation for the 
word “memory” in French is souvenir.

What a delightful way to think about memories 
– as souvenirs of one’s existence, little treasures 
collected and preserved and appreciated over 
a lifetime. Some of these treasures are shared, 
some are kept private, but all have a home in the 
annals of the brain, categorized and stored, ready 
to spring into action when called upon. Hundreds 
of billions, (I actually read it was the equivalent of 
one million gigabytes) of tiny souvenirs of one’s 
life, built upon over a lifetime, additive, intact and 
stored in each human brain. 

Alzheimer’s destroys those souvenirs and erases 
lifetimes. It is a thief of treasured possessions, 
robbing victims and families of generational 
knowledge. It is the destruction of a prized 
collection. It is the end.  

Alzheimer’s has affected our family for four 
generations. My children’s great-grandmother 
Gertrude Glazer died of Alzheimer’s disease. Her 
daughter, my mother, Judy Jaffe died the same 
way. My brothers and I are the generation of 
change; our children will likely be the generation 
of survivorship. Surviving Alzheimer’s, a scientific 
concept that is likely to be a reality in the next 
couple of decades. I plan to be around to usher 
that science in.

We actively refer to the generations of The Judy 
Fund. The First Generation of the Fund is Judy and 
Marshall, their peers, and friends and family. JF2G 
refers to the Second Generation: Todd and Doreen, 
Dean and Marcie, Richard and I. We regularly reach 
out to engage friends and family of our generation 
in the cause. One example is our new “Judy Fund 
Salon Series,” which speaks to boomer women 
about the important connection between their 
brain and heart health (see story on page 11). 

JF3G is the future: the eight grandchildren of 
Judy – the Third Generation of the Fund. We use 
many tactics to engage this younger generation in 
the work of The Judy Fund. From the work of the 
Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity on college campuses 

across the country, to Ella and Sophie, who at 
just 13 years old, are already co-captains of The 
Judy Fund Team for the Los Angeles Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s® – JF3G is making a significant mark 
on the future of this disease. Throughout this 
newsletter, you can read stories and reports on the 
generations of The Judy Fund, and how we bring 
so many people together to help us put an end to 
this disease. 

Since The Judy Fund’s inception in 2003, we have 
raised nearly $5 million to support the research 
and public policy efforts of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. This continues to make us the 
fastest growing family fund in the history of the 
Association. We continue to grow and serve, for 
ourselves and for future generations. We want to 
keep the souvenirs of a person’s lifetime intact, and 
ensure they are there to be shared. 

Help us grow, keep in 
touch, support our work.

Elizabeth

Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns 
Chair 
The Judy Fund
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• Nearly $5 million 
raised by The Judy  
Fund to-date

• Ten research  
projects sponsored

• More than 430 
Alzheimer’s Association 
Ambassadors sponsored

Your Dollars  
are Making 
a Difference
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Dear Friends and Family,
A decade: 10 years. 120 months. 3,652 days.  
87,658 hours. 5,256,000 minutes. 315,360,000 seconds.

Alzheimer’s: At least 44 million people living with  
the disease worldwide. More than 5 million in the  
United States. Over 15 million U.S. caregivers.  
$214 billion spent annually for care. 

The Judy Fund: 1,600 donors. 511 Ambassadors.  
$5.1 million raised and granted.

As the smash Broadway musical “Rent” asks us to 
consider: “How do you measure a year? In daylights,  
in sunsets, in midnights, in cups of coffee, in inches,  
in miles, in laughter, in strife.”

This parable can be used to measure the milestones  
of a decade of The Judy Fund, a decade of 
accomplishment that we achieved together. A lot 
has happened, but not enough has changed. As we 
continue to push this disease upward to scale the 
mountain called survivorship, there are summits that 
allow us to look back while readying for the future. 

Marshall began this Fund in July 2003 as Judy said 
goodbye to us all. His vision was clear: He would raise 
$1 million from colleagues and friends in her name.  
And he did — within four months, he engaged a core 
group of very generous donors, all of whom are still  
with us today. But we knew we couldn’t stop there. 
We invested in research — from beta-amyloid trials to 
patient care — and realized we still had a lot to do. 

The Judy Fund joined the Zenith Society, the highest 
level of giving at the Alzheimer’s Association®. 
Worldwide, this group of private donors continues  
to set a high bar in generously donating their time 
and money. 

In 2004, along with our dedicated partners Eddie Keller 
and Pat Kaplan, we produced Memories A Judy Fund 
Gala for four years, raising over $500,000 annually to 
support the Alzheimer's cause in the Coachella Valley. 

In 2010, our Fund took a strategic turn, driven by 
Marshall’s clear understanding that federal funding 
would be one of the most potent ways to find a cure.  
We invested in the Association's Ambassador Program, 
helping support the creation of a network of 511 
advocates (and growing!) who maintain a conversation 
with their legislators year-round. 

The Judy Fund donors have fueled this program, 
which, among other landmark accomplishments, 

helped usher in the National 
Alzheimer’s Project Act (NAPA), 
one of the key tools to frame 
federal funding of Alzheimer’s 
in the United States.

The men of the Sigma 
Alpha Mu national fraternity 
(Sammies) have become 
soldiers in our ongoing fight. 
This fall they'll grow their 
beards long to help keep 
brains strong. Read more  
on page 6.  

During the past decade,  
we learned that women are 
not only disproportionately 
affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease, they are also the 
engine of the fight against it.

The Judy Fund Salon Series, Mind & Heart, targets 
women of the baby boom generation, raising 
awareness of how heart and brain health may be 
connected. Learn more on page 10.

Still Alice, a film based on The New York Times  
best-selling novel is coming to theaters this holiday 
season, but you can get a behind-the-scenes look  
on page 11.

I’m also very excited about the new Alzheimer’s 
Association women’s initiative, My Brain™, which is 
inspired by Maria Shriver. Read about it on page 4 and 
join 1 million women on the front lines of the fight.

How do you measure 10 years of The Judy Fund?
Sit down, get comfortable 
and read about all we 
have done together.  
Have a glass of red wine 
— after all, it’s good 
for your health — and 
let’s see where the next 
decade takes us. 

My toast is to you!

 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns 
Chair 
The Judy Fund
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• More than $5.1 million 

raised by The Judy 

Fund to date.

• 12 research  

projects sponsored.

• More than 500 

Alzheimer’s Association 

Ambassadors sponsored, 

performing over 2,600 

congressional visits  

in 2013.
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• Exceeds $5 million raised with over 1,600 donors! 

• The Judy Fund, Marshall Gelfand and Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns 
receive the Association’s Sargent and Eunice Shriver Profiles in 
Dignity Award at the National Alzheimer’s Dinner.

• ΣAM has record-breaking year, raising over  
$70,000 and launching No Shave November.
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