CONTACT:
Laura Cilmi, 202.638.8673, lcilmi@alz.org
Alzheimer’s Association media line, 312.335.4078; media@alz.org
ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH FUNDING ON PATH TO ANOTHER HISTORIC
MILESTONE WITH ANNOUNCEMENT
OF $400 MILLION INCREASE
In Bipartisan Effort Senate Answers Alzheimer’s Association Call
for Increased NIH Research Funding
WASHINGTON, D.C., June 6, 2016 – Today, the call for increased Alzheimer’s research
funding from Alzheimer's Association advocates reached a critical milestone, as the Senate
Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee announced a proposed $400 million increase for
Alzheimer’s research at the NIH. This bipartisan effort was led by Alzheimer’s champions
Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO) and Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA), who also oversaw
last year’s historic funding increase.
“For the second year in a row the Senate has taken a critical step towards ending the Alzheimer’s
epidemic,” said Harry Johns, president and CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association. “At a cost of
$236 billion a year, Alzheimer’s is the most expensive disease in the U.S. But much more
importantly, it is a terrible reality for millions of American families. Today’s announcement will
provide important funding for research that can help bring a way to prevent, treat, or cure this
devastating disease.”
Alzheimer’s disease is the only leading cause of death in the U.S. without a way to prevent, cure
or even slow its progression. Foremost experts have stated that at least $2 billion a year is
necessary to meet the first goal of the National Alzheimer’s Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease
to prevent and effectively treat Alzheimer’s disease by 2025. Following last year’s historic $350
million increase, research for Alzheimer’s and related dementias currently receives $991 million
in NIH funding.
“If signed into law, today’s funding increase will mark an important milestone in Alzheimer’s
research - bringing us past the halfway mark toward the funding level experts agree is necessary
to end this epidemic,” said Robert Egge, Chief Public Policy Officer of the Alzheimer’s
Association. “On behalf of the Alzheimer’s Association and our advocates we thank the
subcommittee for their tremendous bipartisan effort that brings new hope to millions in Missouri,
Washington, and across the country.”
Today, more than five million people are living with Alzheimer’s disease, and there are more
than 15 million Americans serving as a caregiver for a friend or family member. Alzheimer’s
Association grassroots advocates and staff have worked tirelessly to encourage Congress to

address the Alzheimer’s epidemic. As a result, Congress is on track with today’s developments
to have more than tripled NIH funding for Alzheimer’s research over its level when Congress
unanimously passed the National Alzheimer’s Project Act in December, 2010.
The full Senate Committee on Appropriations will consider the bill later this week.
For more information on Alzheimer’s disease, visit alz.org.
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