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MINUTES 
 

 

1. Introduction - Jim Hendrix welcomed all participants to the meeting and reviewed the 

agenda.  
 

2. Value assignment on the common Abeta calibrator with IRMM – Julia Kuhlmann 

Julia gave the presentation for Ingrid Zegers who was unable to attend the meeting. Julia 
reported that little progress has been made in efforts to use amino acid analysis for the 

value assignment of the A calibrant intended for the value assignment of the candidate 
CRM. The team has observed large value variations among different amino acid data sets. 
Julia was asked about several technical issues. For example, she confirmed that their 
method is able to partially separate leucine from isoleucine. It is unclear if the issues are just 
technical or if new methods should be explored. Julia indicated that the team is not ready to 
change to alternative techniques yet as other methods also have issues. 

 
 



 

3. Update on the QC program - Kaj Blennow 
Kaj gave an update on the QC Program. He presented results for four assays, the Innotest 
ELISAs with ready-to-use (RTU) calibrators, the MSD 6E10 Vplex assays, the 
EUROIMMUNE/ADx assays and the Roche cobas Elecsys fully automated assay. For the 
Innotest assay, the introduction of RTU calibrators appears to reduce variability as seen by 

the improvement in CV% for A, T-Tau and P-Tau. For MSD, introduction of validated assay 

(Vplex) reduces variability for AAand AIn the EUROIMMUNE/ADx assays the 
CV% ‘s are still a bit high but this is data from just the first round and so it may improve. The 
least variability has been seen with the Roche cobas Elecsys fully automated assay for 

A 

Anyone in the GBSC that wants to participate in the next QC round should contact Staffan 
Persson: NeurochemistryLab@neuro.gu.se. 
The QC program will still be relevant even after the IRMM Certified Reference material 
(CRM) is ready since all assays continuously need to be checked for variability and 
comparability in absolute levels, and all labs need to check for drifts in levels as compared 
with other labs. In addition, the QC program will be important because regulatory authorities 
warrant clinical laboratories to participate in external proficiency programs to get 
certification. 

 
4. Feedback from JCTLM on the Abeta reference method – Henrik Zetterberg 

Henrik reported that there is still no feedback from the JCTLM. It is a very slow process but 
he hope to receive feedback in May. 
 

5. BMS avagacestat samples – Holly Soares  
Holly reported slow progress with gaining the release of the BMS samples. The issues are 
legal currently in obtaining waivers from independent IRB’s for the release of the samples 
for research use. She indicated that the process was advancing but it has just been slow. 
 

6. Discuss AAIC Face-To-Face Meeting, July 18, Washington D.C. – Maria Carrillo 

Maria asked the GBSC to consider some possible changes to the GBSC and its’ role at 
AAIC.  
1. The GBSC could be rolled into the formal AAIC program. 
2. The GBSC could create a short course on CSF. 
3. The GBSC could become a PIA (Professional Interest Area) with in ISAART. 

 
Most of the discussion centered on the potential short course. Topics for the course could 
include: CSF Sample Collection with a lesson on the proper technique for lumbar puncture; 
Proper sample processing, storage and pre-analytical standardization; Analytical 
techniques; Post-analytical data interpretation with a discussion of cut points. It will be 
important to define the audience for this course as this will help to define the proper content. 
If the GBSC becomes a PIA, it may be important to increase the scope of the group to other 
CSF biomarkers not currently part of the GBSC.  
These three options will be discussed more fully at the Face to Face meeting in Washington, 
D.C. on July 18. 

 
 
The Next Face to Face Meeting will be organized around AAIC on July 18, 2015 in 
Washington, D.C. Please save the date. 
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