
The Durable Power of Attorney

The “Durable Power of Attorney” is one of the simplest 
and least expensive alternatives for handling the 
property and obligations of Alzheimer’s disease victims 
and their families.

A Power of Attorney is simply an authorization in 
writing for one person to act in the place of another. 
The person granting the authorization is called “The 
Principal” and the person receiving the authorization is 
called “The Agent” or “The Attorney-In-Fact.”

The Power of Attorney is used in order to permit 
the Attorney-In-Fact to manage certain affairs of the 
Principal. With the proper authorization, the Attorney-
In-Fact can deposit, write and endorse checks, pay 
bills, buy and sell property or investments and even 
mortgage and convey real estate in the name of the 
Principal.

Thus, an AD victim can grant the “Durable power 
of Attorney” while he or she is still lucid and the 
Power can continue to be legally effective and binding 
throughout the progress of the disease, even if the 
victim is judged by a court to be incapacitated.

The procedure for establishing the “Durable Power 
of Attorney” is relatively simple and usually involves 
the preparation and recording of a single document. 
However, there may be other requirements necessary, 
or appropriate, in particular cases. In order to be 
completely sure, consult your attorney before deciding 
on this course of action.
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The Heart of America Chapter provides programs and services in 66 counties in Kansas and Missouri. These programs and services are made 
possible thanks to generous donations from individuals, corporations, and foundations. Contributions and donations allow the Chapter to 

provide supportive services, including care consultations, free of charge to individuals and families.
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