
We welcome the work of the VIRGINIA I. JONES ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE & RELATED DISORDERS COUNCIL, which 
is finalizing Maryland’s Alzheimer’s State Plan, and whose duties include: improving and enhancing quality of life and 
support and services for individuals living with Alzheimer’s disease and their families; updating and advocating for the 
Maryland State Plan on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders; and advising the Governor and General Assembly 

on policy, funding and other issues related to Alzheimer’s.

SUPPORT DEMENTIA 
CAREGIVING IN MARYLAND’S 

COMMUNITIES

The Alzheimer’s Association supports 
legislation from Delegate Karen Lewis 
Young (Frederick) and Senator Nancy 
King (Montgomery County) which 
requires an ongoing appropriation 
to support dementia caregiving at 
each of Maryland’s Area Agencies on 
Aging (AAA), who would be mandated 
to designate a Dementia Caregiving 
Navigator (DCN) on its staff. 

The DCN responsibilities would 
include: 
 » support for family caregivers, 

including assistance with care 
planning and connections to 
support groups and education

 » aid in the development of 
dementia-friendly communities, 
including outreach events and 
professional consultations

 » work to offer cognitive 
screenings, to help identify 
individuals with dementia.  

The Maryland Department of Aging 
(MDoA) will be required to distribute 
funding (via grants) to each AAA, 
based on a formula which considers 
the number of people with dementia 
in each county.

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF  
CARE IN MARYLAND’S  

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

The Alzheimer’s Association supports 
legislation from Delegate Lisa Belcastro 
(Baltimore County) and Pamela Beidle 
(Anne Arundel County), which requires 
the Maryland Healthcare Commission 
to conduct a study to understand how 
we can elevate the quality of care 
provided by our state’s 1276 assisted 
living facilities with 10 or fewer 
beds. These smaller providers--who 
comprise 76 percent of our total AL 
facilities, yet care for 29 percent of the 
patient population--must be assessed, 
so we can understand the unique role 
they play in caring for our vulnerable 
seniors.
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2022 MARYLAND 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The Alzheimer’s Association supports 
legislation from Senator Malcolm 
Augustine (Prince George’s County) 
and Speaker Pro Tem Sheree Sample-
Hughes (Dorchester and Wicomico 
Counties) which requires the 
establishment of a full-time Director 
of Dementia Services Coordination at 
the Maryland Department of Health.

The position will be responsible for 
the coordination of services affecting 
Marylanders with dementia and their 
caregivers and families, including: 
 » implementing the Maryland 

Alzheimer’s state plan managing 
the Virginia I. Jones Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Related Disorders 
Council

 » identifying and supporting the 
development of dementia-
specific training

 » applying for grants to expand and 
improve services for Marylanders 
with Alzheimer’s and their 
caregivers

DEVELOP A DEMENTIA-
CAPABLE MARYLAND STATE 

GOVERNMENT

The Alzheimer’s Association leads the way to end Alzheimer’s and all other dementia by accelerating 
global research, driving risk reduction and early detection, and maximizing quality care and support.


